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Ontulili Location 
 
Community of about 25,000 people in Meru county, 
Eastern Kenya 
 
Typical rural community – main occupation - small 
scale mixed farming 
 
7 public primary schools, 3 public secondary schools 
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Enrollment and 
school attendance 
is satisfactory  in 
Ontulili today 
It’s  
challenges? …  
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Ontulili’s   
Challenges 
SUSTAINED BELOW AVERAGE ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENT 
BELOW AVERAGE 
READING, NUMERACY, 
& WRITING SKILLS 
REPEAT GRADES, LEAVE 
BEFORE COMPLETING 
PRIMARY SCHOOL 
LOW TRANSITION RATE 
FROM PRIMARY TO 
SECONDARY SCHOOLS 
A LACK OF  
LEARNING RESOURCES 
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Kenya Certificate of Primary Education Scores (Max points possible = 500) 
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Improve Learning: Ontulili Literacy Project  
 Ontulili Literacy & Resource Center Inc.   
 
Provide safe and conducive learning 
spaces 
  
Provide access to resources and 
information 
 
Create programs that promote literacy and 
learning 
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Project Partnerships 
 
 
 Local Community   
 
 IPFW Helmke Library 
 
 Rotary International -- Rotary district 6540,  
      Anthony Wayne Rotary Club 
 
 Indiana University Librarians Association  
 
 Book donation drives  
 
 Fundraising, Individual donations  
 
 African Studies Association – Africana Librarians Council 
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Thank You! 
 
